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Greetings, Members and Friends,
A couple weeks ago, I attended a conference in my hometown of St. Louis.
The international organization hosting the Gathering is EEWC-CFT
(Evangelical & Ecumenical Women’s Caucus-Christian Feminism Today),
where I have been a member since 1990. The theme was “Speaking Up/
Standing Up: In Such a Time as This,” based on the Old/First Testament
Book of Esther. You might remember the story: Esther, a young Jewish girl
is “married off” to the king by her Uncle, who has a place in the king’s court.

A competitor in the king’s court convinces the king to kill all the Jews under
his rule as a device to get the Uncle out of his way. The Uncle talks to
Esther, trying to convince her to speak to her husband, the king, on behalf
of her people, in an effort to save them from genocide. Knowing that doing
so may cost her, her own life, Esther balks at first—until her Uncle reminds
her that she would not be excluded from the genocide; and that God may
have placed her in the king’s court “for such a time as this”—to influence the
king not to exterminate the Jewish people under his rule. Esther tells her
Uncle to have all the Jewish people fast and pray for her; then she very

creatively speaks up and stands up to the king, saving herself, her uncle
and her people.
Church Contact Information:
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Phone: 262-662-4648
Email: pastor@vernonpres.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday: 1-4 p.m.
Thursday: 9-12 p.m.

The Gathering held plenary sessions, breakout sessions, small group

*Call for appointment

this.” None of us have access to royal courts, but each of us has a “circle of

presentations, singing and a powerful worship service (in which I was
honored to preside at Holy Communion). Over the course of four days, we
were invited to consider the times in which we now find ourselves; and what
God is calling each of us to speak up- and stand up to “in such a time as
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influence” in the communities where we live, work, play and worship. And in each of those communities,
there are needs crying out to be addressed. Individually, we can’t address every need; but standing up
together, we can make a difference.
As a congregation, Vernon Presbyterian has long been “standing up/speaking up” to address needs, both in
our neighborhood and globally. We do that exceptionally well for our size! Still, we’re always called by God
to reexamine the needs of our neighbors in light of our abilities to serve—whether it’s by prayer, financial
support, education, or other “hands-on” activities.
Since the time of Aristotle, many people have said in different ways that our calling is “where our greatest
pleasure intersects with the world’s great needs.” I invite you to spend some time searching your heart for
what God may be calling YOU to do—and US to do, as a congregation—“in such a time as this.”

DATE

USHER/GREETER

COUNTER

KARIN LEINON
CAROL WINTERS

LAY
READER

COMMUNION
SERVERS

BEV CHAPPIE

PEWS –
MARCELO BARROS
RALPH SCHWARTZ
BEV CHAPPIE

9/2

KARIN LEINON
CAROL WINTERS

9/9

MIKE AND MARY
RATZBURG

RALPH & SHIRLEY
SCHWARTZ,
WAYNE PETERSON

SUE RISTOW

9/16

GEORGE DAVENPORT
DARLENE UREN

LOIS KELLER
LINDA THOMPSON
DARLENE UREN

RALPH SCHWARTZ

9/23

FRED RISTOW
ALEX BESCHTA

KATIE FREIBERG
MARCELO BARROS
SANDEE GROSS

DICK DOW

9/30

RON AND BARB
ZIMMERMAN

RALPH & SHIRLEY
SCHWARTZ,
WAYNE PETERSON

LINDA THOMPSON
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Announcements
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Happy Birthday To:













Susan Ristow
Jeanne Momsen
Bob Goodden
Deborah Koch
Brandon Ristow
Dylan Riemer
Ronald Zimmerman
Jackson Butchart
Donna Torgerson
Dan Houk
Hope Kollauf
TJ Anderson

09/02
09/07
09/07
09/13
09/15
09/17
09/18
09/20
09/21
09/21
09/24
09/26

Happy Anniversary To:




Mike & Mary Ratzburg
Eric & Julianne Chaney
Ryan & Michelle Ristow

Upholding in prayer …
 Bill Warfel
 Edna Warnes
 Marilyn & David
Guthrie
 Libbie Nolan
 Joyce Torgerson
 Donna Torgerson
 Dorothy Peterson
 Marge Dahl
 Laura Meagher
 Shirley Remple
 Greg Freiberg
 Shirley Schwartz
 Jack Hodgson

09/20/1986
09/27/2008
09/27/2008

Sunday School will begin for children 4-12 yrs.
again on September 9th and will be held every
Sunday except for the first Sunday of the
month. The curriculum for the Fall will deal with
families. Beginning with Jesus's own family the
children will hear and see how families care for
children as they grow, build loving relationships and
explore how different families from the Bible belong

Upcoming Presbytery Gathering:
Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Time: 4pm
Location: Kettle Moraine Presbyterian Church
Theme: Climate Change and our Responsibilities
as Christians
Speaker: Dr. Calvin B. DeWitt
(Professor of Environmental Studies, University of
Wisconsin-Madison

For the month of September, we
are suggesting you continue to
give items for box lunches, and
let's add breakfast cereal. Cereal
without a lot of sugar is preferable. We welcome all other
donations as long as the product
is not damaged or expired. I
would also like you to know that
CHRIS LUTTRELL has volunteered to be the new delivery person.
THANK YOU CHRIS!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Judy Kalosinski
Dale Krimmer
Wendy Schamens &
Family

To have someone added to the prayer list please email
churchsec@vernonpres.org

Texas Roadhouse - New Berlin has
given us a promotion we will put in
every Sunday bulletin. See page 10
for details. **We have received $12.10 from this
promotion so far!!**
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FLOWER DONATIONS
If you would like to donate flowers,
please sign up on the chart in the
library indicating your name, date you
want them, and if there is a special
occasion or special person you are
honoring. Put $25 in the flower envelope found in
the pews, and put it in the offering plate.
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VERNON ACTIVE ADULTS
September 2018

Fall Session September 6th – December 20th
Opening Luncheon
We will kick off the Fall Session with a potluck
luncheon on Thursday, September 13th at
11:00 a.m. Those attending are asked to
bring a dish to pass. If possible, we also ask
for a donation for the Mukwonago Food Pantry.
Brochures, calendars and signup sheets for the
Fall Session will be available at the luncheon.
Upcoming Talks and Activities
On Friday, September 21st at 11:00 a.m.
those interested in a wine tasting at Pieper’s
Porch Winery and Vineyard in Waukesha
will meet at the church. From there the group
will carpool to the winery. Those attending are
each asked to bring a snack that can be
shared with the group that will provide a simple
lunch to accompany the tasting.
On Thursday, September 27th at 10:00 a.m.,
Sister Durstyne Farnan will speak on “Human
Trafficking in the Milwaukee and Waukesha
Area”. Her talk will include alarming
statistics on the scope of this very real problem
right here in Wisconsin. Come and get
informed about this present day form of human
slavery.
On Friday, October 19th and Friday,
November 2nd, Linda Thompson will lead tours
of four local senior living communities. If
you’re interesting in learning what such
communities have to offer, please join us. On
October 19th, the group will visit Oak Hill
Terrace in the morning and Avalon Square
in the afternoon. Both of these complexes are
in Waukesha and we’ll stop for lunch there
between the visits.

For both trips those attending will meet at the
church at 9:30 a.m. and carpool to the
different sites. Our tours have been arranged
for 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on each day.
On Tuesday, October 23rd and Tuesday,
November 13th at 2:00 p.m. Carol Johnson
will be back with us to lead Line Dancing
sessions. People enjoyed the session she led
for us last spring and we hope others will join
us for these two fall sessions.
On Thursday, November 29th at 10:00 a.m.
there will be a Floral Arrangement Demo.
Just for Fun
Marianne Puls will be running two Dominoes
sessions during the upcoming Fall Session.
On Friday, October 5th at 10:00 a.m. there will
be a game of Chicken Foot. On Friday,
November 30th at 10:00 a.m. there will be a
game of Mexican Train.
Fall Bake Sale
Our first fundraiser this fall will be a Bake Sale
to be held on October 22nd and 23rd in the
church office lobby from 6:00 a.m. until 6:00
p.m. each day. We’re hoping VAA
participants will consider donating baked items
for the sale.
Christmas Raffle
Our second fall fundraiser will be a raffle.
Instead of a 50/50 raffle this time, we will have
a number of prize items. Tickets will be sold
from November 15th until December 20th.
The drawing for winning tickets will be held at
our Christmas Luncheon on December 20th at
11:00 a.m.

On November 2nd, the group will visit Steeple
View in the morning and the newly opened
Heritage in the afternoon. Both of these are
located in Muskego and we will lunch there
between visits.
(continued….)
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Reformed Presbyterian Church
And Cemetery of Vernon
(Covenanter Church)
ORGANIZED IN WAUKESHA COUNTY, WISCONSIN IN 1848

W234 S7110 Big Bend Drive
Big Bend, WI 53103

We invite you to the:

Annual Church Service
of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church
(Covenanter Church)

Sun., Sept. 30, 2018 at 2 p.m.
The Covenanter Church was founded by Scottish settlers in 1848 and the church was built in 1854. Church
services were discontinued in 1920. The annual services were started in the 1970's and have
continued since then. The church is the only Covenanter Church in
Wisconsin and was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1999. There will be a bagpiper strolling the church grounds before and
after the service. Rev. James Durnil will lead our service. If you have any family biographical information for
those buried in the cemetery, please bring copies to add to our history books. Please join us in worship on
what we hope will be a beautiful autumn afternoon.

Rocky: “What’s up Bullwinkle?”
Bullwinkle: “The Trivia Bowl event has been cancelled.”
Rocky: “Don’t worry good buddy, we’ll reschedule.”
Bullwinkle: “That will give me more time to study!”

The Hope Center's Trivia Bowl that was scheduled for September 22nd at 5 pm has
been CANCELLED.
They hope to reschedule it soon!
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September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
9 am CA

2

3
LABOR DAY
8 PM AA

4

5

6

7 pm Alanon

5 pm CDCC
meeting

10 am VAA
Coordinating
Committee

9

10

9:30 am Worship
10 am Sunday
School

8 PM AA

11
12
4 pm Presbytery Gathering

16

17

18

9:30 am Worship
10 am Sunday
School

8 PM AA

7 pm Alanon

23

24

25

9:30 am Worship
10 am Sunday
School

8 PM AA

Communion
9:30 am Worship

6:30 pm Session
7 pm Alanon
19
Stacy Vacation

26
Pastor Claire Vacation
7 pm Alanon

13

7

9 am CA

14

15
Newsletter
Deadline

11 am VAA
Opening Luncheon

20

8

9 am CA
21
11 am VAA Wine
Tasting

27
28
10 am VAA "Human
Trafficking" Lecture

22
9 am CA

29
9 am CA

30
9:30 am Worship
10 am Sunday
School
2 pm Annual Church Service of the Ref Pres. Church
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September 2018 Vernon Ventures
Vernon Presbyterian Church and Child Development Center
S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103
Church Office
(262) 662-4648 or (262) 662-2733
Email: church@vernonpres.org
Administrative Staff
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Shirley Sercombe, Church Administrator
Jill Radcliff, Church Secretary
Stacy Krimmer, VCDC Director
Kristy Logan, VCDC Assistant Director

Fax: (262) 662-4697
Website: www.vernonpres.org
pastor@vernonpres.org
ssercombe@vernonpres.org
churchsec@vernonpres.org
skrimmer@vernonpres.org
vcdc@vernonpres.org

VERNON VENTURES is a monthly newsletter publication of Vernon Presbyterian Church.
The submission deadline for articles is the fifteenth of the month prior to publication.

Please inform the church office if you wish to receive VENTURES via email.

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a compassionate, welcoming community of faith,
drawn together by our belief in God through Jesus Christ,
committed to sharing the love of God in both word and deed.

S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103

Vernon Presbyterian Church
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