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This past Sunday, I had a unique opportunity to attend a ceremony for a friend. It was stated to be “A Service of Vocational Commitment,” attended by an intimate group of family and
friends—about 25 people. We gathered to participate in the
service, and witness my friend, Pete, state his vows as a
“Monk in the World.” Rather than live in a religious community with other monks, he will live in his own space to participate in the community where he lives, committed to his spiritual journey with God.
It’s hard to put into words my understanding of what it means
to be a “Monk in the World;” but this quote included in the
service folder is helpful:
“Being a monk in the world is not about being saintly, but
about adhering to spiritual practices that help us move
closer to the being God calls us to be and naming our
wounds so they might be healed.” Valters-Paintner
The service itself was beautiful—full of music (both religious
and secular/but spiritual, i.e., the late Kate Wolf’s haunting,
“Give Yourself to Love”), prayers, rituals, psalms, readings,
reflections by family members and close friends as to Pete’s
“readiness and preparedness to make a lifetime commitment
to the vocation.” It was skillfully planned out, deeply faithful
and very emotional for all.

Church Contact Information:
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Phone: 262-662-4648
Email: pastor@vernonpres.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday: 1-4 p.m.
Thursday: 9-12 p.m.
*Call for appointment

Participants were invited to come forward after Pete stated
the vows he created, to place our hand on his head, offering a
blessing, as the incense—frankincense and myrrh—literally
filled the air (and had to be taken outside before the sprinkler
system was set off!). In a last-minute inspiration before leaving home, I grabbed some olive oil—just in case there was an
opportunity to anoint Pete’s hands —mixing in some essential
oils—you guessed it: frankincense and myrrh! It was one of
those Spirit-inspired moments that makes goosebumps!
After the service, we lingered for refreshments and conversation. I
teased Pete, that I’d never been to a “monkery” before. I hope it’s not
my last!
(continued)
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Another quote from the service folder that deeply touched me:
“Vocation at its deepest level is, ‘This is something I can’t not do, for reasons I’m unable to
explain to anyone else and don’t fully understand myself but that are nonetheless compel
ling;”…People… make a critical decision: they decide to live 'divided no more' ...no longer to
act on the outside in a way that contradicts some truth about themselves that they hold deep
ly on the inside…every journey, honestly undertaken, stands a chance of taking us toward
the place where our deep gladness meets the world’s deep need.” Parker Palmer

Hello! I am your new church secretary! My name is Jill Radcliff. I am very happy to be back at Vernon
Church! I attended here as a child up through my teens. If there is anything I can help you with please
do not hesitate to ask!

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR
THE MONTH OF JUNE
DATE

USHER

GREETER

COUNTER

LAY
READER

June
03

Karin Leinon
Fred Ristow

Karin Leinon
Fred Ristow

Karen Leinon
Fred Ristow

Beverly
Chappie

June
10

Carol Winters

Sandee Gross

Katie Freiberg
Travis Kassens

Katie
Freiberg

June
17

George Davenport

Darlene Uren

Marcelo Barros
Linda
Linda Thompson
Thompson
Darlene Uren

June
24

Ron & Barb
Zimmerman

Ron & Barb
Zimmerman

Ralph & Shirley
Schwartz
Wayne Peterson

COMMUNION
SET UP

COMMUNION
SERVERS

Sue Ristow
Marcelo Barros
Jeanne Momsen
Sandee Gross
Ralph Schwartz

Ralph
Schwartz
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PROPS NEEDED

Happy Birthday To:










Marilyn Guthrie
Joan Lake
Wayne Arndorfer
Liam Freiberg
Michael Kassens
Michael Ratzburg
Richard Dow
Karin Leinon
Mary Ratzburg

06/01
06/07
06/10
06/13
06/15
06/15
06/20
06/27
06/30

Happy Anniversary To:




Robert & Jeanne Momsen
Richard & Joan Dow
Tyler & Sophia Klingbiel

06/01/1985
06/25/1955
06/26/2012

Special Anniversary


Ralph & Shirley Schwartz

06/02/1965

Upholding in prayer …









Bill Warfel
Edna Warnes
Libbie Nolan
Donna Torgerson
Marge Dahl
Shirley Remple
Shirley Schwartz
Judy Kalosinski

Marilyn & David Guthrie
Joyce Torgerson
Dorothy Peterson
Laura Meagher
Greg Freiberg
Jack Hodgson

To have someone added to the prayer list
please email churchsec@vernonpres.org

Announcements
Pastor Claire will be away for one week on Continuing Education, from June 5-10. Pastor Beverly Davis
will again lead worship on Sunday June 10th; she
was here previously on April 8th.
Emergency Pastoral Care will be provided by Rev.
Michelle Henrichs of Heritage PC-USA in Muskego. She can be contacted on her cell phone 262
488-5100. (Be aware that she lives in Mequon and
will need travel time to reach you.) Pastor Claire will
be back in the office on Tues., June 12th at noon.

Vacation Bible School will be held this year from
July 9th until July 13th. The theme this year is Rolling River Rampage. We’re looking to decorate
the dining room for our opening and closing assemblies in a woodsy, camping motif. If you have items
such as camping, boating or rafting equipment that
might be used, we’d appreciate it if you’d be willing
to loan them to us for a week. Ruth Lutrell
(block_the_plate@yahoo.com.) is taking the lead on
the decoration committee so we ask that you contact her if you have an item you think might be of
interest to us. The owner of anything loaned should
have their name attached to the item.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
For the month of June, we are suggesting items to be used for picnics
and cookouts: Condiments such as
catsup, mustard, relish, barbecue
sauce, and pickles or canned items
like baked beans or 3-bean salad. Any food item is welcome as long
as it hasn't expired and is not damaged. The food
donations usually go down in the summer, so please
remember to donate. Thank you!

FLOWER DONATIONS
If you would like to donate flowers, please sign up
on the chart in the library indicating your name, date
you want them, and if there is a special occasion or
special person you are honoring. Put $25 in the
flower envelope found in the pews, and put it in the
offering plate.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Session has designated Sat., June 2nd
9-2 pm as “church clean-up day.” We
need extra hands to organize, sort,
clean out and clean up (especially the
old secretary’s office, which has turned
into a massive storage space)! We
don’t want to accidently dispose of items that may
be important to someone! We appreciate your help.
Thank you!

WE WANT YOUR GRADUATES!
If you haven’t already, please provide the names,
dates and schools of the graduates
in your lives! The Deacons will celebrate our graduates on Sunday,
June 17th (Father’s Day) with a special cake after worship. Graduates
will also be listed in the July Ventures.
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Announcements (continued)

I would like to give a loud shout out and special thanks to all who participated in
the Vernon Presbyterian Bell Choir this year! Thank you for your dedication,
laughter, and joy that you bring each and every time we meet. I hope to see you
all again in the fall!
~Katie

We are finally replacing the leaky roof on the church! Session has
approved this wonderful and necessary enhancement out of our reserve funds. Any financial contributions towards this repair would
be greatly appreciated!

If you would like to simplify your life and not have to remember to bring your offerings to church, we are able
to set up a monthly electronic funds transfer for you! You may set it up for any amount, large or small. The
necessary form is in the back of the sanctuary. It may be submitted in the collection tray, by mail, or in person.
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Our Deacons (Shirley Schwartz, Beverly Chappie, Jeanne Momsen and Todd Beschta) want you to
know that each member of the congregation is part of a parish, a smaller group within the congregation; and each parish has a Deacon assigned to it as your contact. If you have concerns (i.e., illness, special needs, questions, etc.) you may contact your Deacon to let them know. They can add
you to the prayer list; come visit at home, hospital or wherever; bring Communion to you; bring your
needs to the congregation's attention if you wish; visit with you by phone, etc. This is part of the
ministry that our Deacons bring to the congregation to keep us connected, and attend to physical,
emotional and spiritual needs.

2018 Parish Listing
Deacons of Vernon Presbyterian Church
BEVERLY CHAPPIE (262-782-8919)

TODD BESCHTA (262-470-4681)

Rosalie and Caitlin Brown
Dick and Joan Dow
David and Marilyn Guthrie
*Chris and Ruth Luttrell
Wayne and Dorothy Peterson
Mike, Mary, Greg & Pat Ratzburg
Ralph and Shirley Schwartz
George, Valerie and James Trower
Henrietta Goodden
Laura Meagher
Linda Thompson
Todd, Laura, Alex, Ryan & Louisa Beschta

Marcelo & Unette Barros
Marie Genzmer
Joan & Craig Lake
Sue Lindsey
Sue, Checky, Dave Pasholk, Hope Kollauf
Dan and Alison Schmechel
Carol Winters
Katie Freiberg and Seija Freiberg
Bill and Betsy Freiberg
Fred and Sue Ristow
Ryan, Michele, Christopher, Aleeya Ristow
Edna Warnes

SHIRLEY SCHWARTZ (262-363-5720)

JEANNE MOMSEN (262-706-3447)

DeAnna, Travis & Michael Kassens
Tim, Alana, Jordan & Dylan Riemer
Steve, LeeAnne, Andrew, Rory &
McKenna Sherrod
Shirley Remple
Beverly Chappie
Lori & William Chronis
Willard Bertram
Joyce Ristow
Donna Torgerson
Libbie Nolan
Jeanne Momsen
Karen Leinon
Sophia and Tyler Klingbiel

Sandee Gross
Butchart Family
*George Davenport
*Dan Davenport
Bob & Lois Keller
Brandon Ristow
Bryce Ristow
Joe and Darlene Uren
Ron and Barbara Zimmerman
Larry & Joyce Torgerson Jr.
Marge Dahl
Bill and Estella Warfel

*indicates non-members, friend of the
church
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June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

9:00 am CA

3

4

5

1 pm Mahjongg
Communion
9:30 am Worship 8 pm AA

6

7 pm Alanon

10:30 am

7

8

Needle-

9

9:00 am CA

works

Deacons meeting after service
10

11

9:30 am Worship

1 pm
8 pm

Vacation Bible
School meeting
after service
17

Mahjongg
AA

13

10 am Stamping
7 pm Finance

10:30 am

14

Needle-

works

Cmte
7 pm Alanon

19

20

1 pm Mahjongg
Father's Day
9:30 am Worship 8 pm AA
Graduation Celebration

6:30 pm Session
7 pm Alanon

10:30 am Needle-

24

25

26

27

9:30 am Worship

1 pm
8 pm

P & E meeting
after service

18

12

Mahjongg
AA

7 pm

Alanon

21

15

16

Newsletter
Deadline

9:00 am CA

22

23

9:00 am CA

works

28

29

30

9:00 am CA
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June 2018 Vernon Ventures
Vernon Presbyterian Church and Child Development Center
S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103
Church Office
(262) 662-4648 or (262) 662-2733
Email: church@vernonpres.org
Administrative Staff
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Shirley Sercombe, Church Administrator
Jill Radcliff, Church Secretary
Stacy Krimmer, VCDC Director
Kristy Logan, VCDC Assistant Director

Fax: (262) 662-4697
Website: www.vernonpres.org
pastor@vernonpres.org
ssercombe@vernonpres.org
churchsec@vernonpres.org
skrimmer@vernonpres.org
vcdc@vernonpres.org

VERNON VENTURES is a monthly newsletter publication of Vernon Presbyterian Church.
The submission deadline for articles is the fifteenth of the month prior to publication.

Please inform the church office if you wish to receive VENTURES via email.

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a compassionate, welcoming community of faith,
drawn together by our belief in God through Jesus Christ,
committed to sharing the love of God in both word and deed.

S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103

Vernon Presbyterian Church
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