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Church Contact Information:
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Phone: 262-662-4648
Email: pastor@vernonpres.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday: 1-4 p.m.
Thursday: 9-12 p.m.
*Call for appointment

VERNON VENTURES
December 2018
As we enter the Season of Advent—the four Sundays before
Christmas when we await the birth of the Christ Child—we’re again
reminded as North Americans how much we hate waiting! We’ve
become so accustomed to instant gratification that we chafe at the
notion of having to wait—be it in lines, on “hold” on the phone, for
packages to arrive; we even create opportunities to celebrate: happy
Friday; Go, Pack, GO! As much as we may strive to carefully
orchestrate our lives so that we spend as little time as possible
waiting, there are things that still take their own, good time, and
cannot be rushed. I was reminded of that last year while waiting for
my first biological grandson to be born! (He even made us wait
longer, when he refused to be born, and needed an emergency csection to enter the world—with much drama!) It has been said that
babies are born when they’re ready, not according to schedule—csections not with-standing.
And, so it is with baby Jesus! (While there are many dramatic
birth stories of babies born in the backseats of taxis, in hospital,
parking lots, lobbies and elevators…could there have been a more
dramatic birth than Jesus’?!) Babies have their own timing…and so
does God. There are two Greek words (the language in which the
New Testament was first written) for time: “chronos” and “Kairos.”
Chronos is chronological or sequential time, as in, “by the clock.”
Kairos is a proper or opportune time for action. In Christian
theology, Kairos is “God’s time,” or the appointed time for the
purpose of God. Jesus was born at the appointed time for the
purpose of God. The Jewish people were waiting for the promised
Messiah to usher in God’s of reign of “shalom:” wholeness, justice,
righteousness and peace. Many imagined that the Messiah would
be a valiant warrior who would cut down the Roman Empire and set
Israel free—like Goliath was cut down by tiny David (who then
became king). They didn’t imagine that the Messiah would come in
such a lowly form—as a helpless baby born to an unwed peasant
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
1

girl. And, thus, many missed this new thing that God had done; and many today still don’t get it.
As we wait this Advent season, may we use our imaginations as a way to perceive what God is
doing now, in this season of waiting for “God’s time,” and what unsuspected surprises God may
have in store for us…in God’s good time!
Advent and Christmas blessings, all around!
+Pastor Claire
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KATIE FREIBER,
MARCELO BARROS,
SANDEE GROSS

LINDA THOMPSON
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RISTOW, RALPH
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MIKE AND MARY
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RALPH & SHIRLEY
SCHWARTZ, WAYNE
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CAROL WINTERS

12/16

KARIN LEINON,
CAROL WINTERS

KARIN LEINON,
CAROL WINTERS

KARIN LEINON

12/23

LINDA THOMPSON,
GEORGE DAVENPORT,
DARLENE UREN,
DARLENE UREN
LOIS KELLER

DATE
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12/2

RON & BARB
ZIMMERMAN

12/9

DARLENE UREN

INT.- LINDA THOMPSON,
MARCELO BARROS,
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CAROL WINTERS

12/24
5:00 pm

12/30

FRED RISTOW,
ALEX BESCHTA

KATIE FREIBERG,
MARCELO BARROS,
SANDEE GROSS

KATIE FREIBERG
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Announcements
Happy Birthday To:
















Henrietta Goodden
Lilly McNally
Beverly Chappie
Alana Riemer
Kathryn Freiberg
Michelle Ristow
Chris Altmann
Willard Bertram
Barbara Zimmerman
Andrew Wyrowski
Laura Meager
Kenton Koch
Carol Winters
Chris Luttrell
Tim Riemer

12/05
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/14
12/15
12/17
12/18
12/26
12/28
12/29
12/30

Happy Anniversary To:


Donald & Beverly Chappie

Upholding in prayer …
 Bill Warfel
 Edna Warnes
 Marilyn & David
Guthrie
 Libbie Nolan
 Joyce Torgerson
 Donna Torgerson
 Dorothy Peterson
 Marge Dahl
 Laura Meagher
 Shirley Remple







12/18

Greg Freiberg
Shirley Schwartz
Judy Kalosinski
Lisa Zaragoda
Marg Arrowood

Christmas is coming in
a few short weeks, and
families will be planning
celebrations with loved ones. Many families
are having hard times making ends meet, and
your food donations help a great deal. Please
help to make their Christmas celebrations
happy ones by your donations. Here are a few
suggestions: Baking items, special treats, any
food used for Christmas dinner, soups for those
cold winter nights, and staples such as cereal,
and canned fruits and veggies. Baby items are
also needed too like disposable diapers. Bring
your donations to church and put in the bin in
the VCDC entrance. Thank you for supporting
the Food Pantry.
_____________________________________
Texas Roadhouse New Berlin has given us a promotion
we will put in every Sunday bulletin.
See page 13 for details.
♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠
FIFTH SATURDAY FOOD PANTRY HELPERS
The last Saturday that Vernon will help serve clients at the
Waukesha Food Pantry is the fifth Saturday December
29th. Karin Leinon, Linda Thompson and Darlene Uren
are the current helpers, anyone over the age of 16 who
would like to join this group should contact Sandee Gross.

♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠

To have someone added to the prayer list please email
churchsec@vernonpres.org
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FLOWER DONATIONS
If you would like to donate flowers,
please sign up on the chart in the
library indicating your name, date you
want them, and if there is a special
occasion or special person you are
honoring. Put $25 in the flower
envelope found in the pews, and put it in the
offering plate.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Saturday, December 8, 2018
9 am to 11 am
$2.00 per person, family of 4 $6.00,
children under 2 free
Pictures with Santa
Craft activity for children

VAA Christmas Raffle

Please check out the raffle items in the showcase located next to the church office. Some of the VAA members have knit
many items like a blanket, scarves, boot socks, tooth fairy doll and baby blanket set. Waukesha Civic Theater and Milwaukee Public Museum have donated tickets and Subway donated a party sub. Other items are stamped gift cards, gift
bags, floral centerpiece, house décor, homemade quilt, homemade bird house, and other items. Tickets can be purchased from Linda Thompson at coffee hour. One ticket is $1.00 or six for $5.00. All items are numbered, and ticket
stubs should be put in the container with the same number. The drawing will be December 20 at the VAA Christmas
party. The money will help support the community programs offered by VAA. Thank you!
Beginning Dec 2, the Advent wreath will be placed in the sanctuary for weekly candlelightings in keeping with the Season; Chrismons will decorate the library; Advent banners will
decorate the walls, and the Christmas tree will be ready for us to trim! Thank you AGAIN to
Mike and Mary Ratzburg, and to Ron and Barbara Zimmerman. All of this is to help reassure
us as we wait for the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child at Christmas—Emmanuel,
God with us.

Christmas Eve service with candle-lighting on 12/24 @ 5pm
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Breakfast with Santa coming soon…..
Sponsored by the Promotion/Evangelism Committee
To make our event a great success, we are asking for your help. Positions filled
and available are listed below. Thank you to all of our volunteers!
Kitchen1 helper needed
SantaDan Davenport
Santa’s Elves & PicturesKristy Logan
1 helper needed
Hands on CraftsSelinda Veldra
Sandee Gross
ServersKarin Leinon
Jeanne Momsen
2-3 helpers needed
VAA Selling Raffle TicketsLinda Thompson
Table DecorationsJeanne Momsen
Any help you can give is greatly appreciated. Please contact Sandee Gross or Karin
Leinon for details!
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Vernon Active Adults
Weaving Threads of Companionship, Pride, and Accomplishment in a Christian Atmosphere

December 2018
Fall Session September 6th – December 20th
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Jennifer Lopez fragrances
Knitted cobalt blue acrylic scarf with boot socks

We will hold a Christmas Raffle this year that
will feature 21 different prizes.
Those buying tickets will be able to deposit
their stubs in the containers for those prizes
they’d like to win. Tickets will be sold between
November 13th and December 20th with the
drawing for winners to be done at our
Christmas luncheon. Prizes for the raffle will
be displayed in the showcase in the church
office lobby during that time. Tickets will sell
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
for $1.00 per ticket or six for $5.00.
Here is a list of the raffle prizes Knit Tooth fairy doll
Knit pink, blue and white baby blanket and
cap
Knit gray blanket
Handmade quilt – shades of purple
Knit Packer scarf and headband with
Packer mug
Waukesha Civic Theater tickets – 2
Milwaukee Public Museum tickets – 2
Subway gift card for a three-foot party sub
25 Handmade stamped greeting cards –
every occasion
15 gift bags for all occasions
Homemade bluebird/wren house
Hallmark holiday bear with knit Badger
scarf
Red Hatters paraphernalia
Two kitchen/dishwashing basketshomemade cloths and scrubbies, cook
book, towels
Floral centerpiece
Knit Briar bag/tote with picnic items
Knit boot socks with mugs and hot
chocolate
House décor – family tree picture frame,
hurricane lamp

Our Christmas Luncheon this year will be held
on Thursday, December 20th.at 11:00 a.m. It
will again be a potluck and those attending are
asked to bring a dish
to pass and, if possible, an item for the
Mukwonago Food Pantry.
Entertainment will include a Christmas quiz,
songs sung by children from the Church
childcare center and 4K program and the
Christmas Raffle drawing.
Brochures, calendars and signup sheets for the
Winter Session will be available at the
luncheon. VAA Angel Memberships for 2019
will also be for sale for $35.
CLOSE OF FALL SESSION
The VAA Fall Session will close on December
20th and the Winter Session will begin on
January 2nd. Thus there will be no
Mahjongg, Stamping, Quilting or
Needleworks sessions between December
20th and January 2nd. The church and
childcare are closed from December 24th until
January 2nd except for services on December
24th and 30th.
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VAA
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Vernon Presbyterian Church and Child Development Center
S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103
Church Office
(262) 662-4648 or (262) 662-2733
Email: church@vernonpres.org
Administrative Staff
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Shirley Sercombe, Church Administrator
Jill Radcliff, Church Secretary
Stacy Krimmer, VCDC Director
Kristy Logan, VCDC Assistant Director

Fax: (262) 662-4697
Website: www.vernonpres.org
pastor@vernonpres.org
ssercombe@vernonpres.org
churchsec@vernonpres.org
skrimmer@vernonpres.org
vcdc@vernonpres.org

VERNON VENTURES is a monthly newsletter publication of Vernon Presbyterian Church.
The submission deadline for articles is the fifteenth of the month prior to publication.

Please inform the church office if you wish to receive VENTURES via email.

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a compassionate, welcoming community of faith,
drawn together by our belief in God through Jesus Christ,
committed to sharing the love of God in both word and deed.
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