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“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise
as serpents and innocent as doves.” Matthew 10:16
This is not an article I relish writing…but we live in the real world with real
dangers. So, it is necessary to be “woke”—as in, “wide awake”—to what’s
going on around us.
Which brings me to the point of this article: Congregational Safety. On
Thursday morning, July 19th Steve Sherrod and I attended an “Emergency
Response Plan for Your House of Worship” training. There were about ten
people, all together, gathered from congregations local to the Delafield Police Department. Training was led by Delafield Police Dept. Chaplain Jan
Doleschal (a UCC minister and friend of mine), along with Delafield Police
Chief Erik Kehl. Chaplain Doleschal invited me to attend along with members of Vernon Presbyterian because she and I had discussed my awareness of such programs and of our need to pay attention to our surroundings. When I brought this opportunity to Session to attend a free training…
(within two days!)...Steve was the one who was willing and able to go and
represent the congregation.
And, boy, did we cover a LOT of information! My head was spinning! But
thankfully, we were each given a copy of Chaplain Doleschal’s PowerPoint
presentation to refer to for guidance should we, as a congregation, decide
to move forward. There are easy steps for us to take to help us prepare for
emergencies that are reasonably possible—i.e., someone becoming ill during worship, tornadoes, etc.; and there are more intentional things we could
plan that are more complex for unspeakable situations, like ones that have
already occurred not so far away from us—threatening strangers.

Church Contact Information:
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Phone: 262-662-4648
Email: pastor@vernonpres.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday: 1-4 p.m.
Thursday: 9-12 p.m.
*Call for appointment

Steve has offered to look into reasonable approaches to making the building more secure, ie., doors, locks and windows, etc. And we could look into
more serious plans for preparedness, like reviewing a safe space in case of
a tornado; and having an on-site assessment of our facility for problem areas by a trained Officer (which has been in the works already). There are
resources that we came away with, which may be beneficial to explore, and
a model plan we could tweak to meet our needs and choose to put in place.
(continued on next page)
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Here’s where we were encouraged to start, should we decide to proceed:
 Determine areas that the emergency response plan will cover.
 Has the facility had specific problems in the past that need to be addressed?
 ASK “WHAT IF…?” (…and if you don’t know the answer, you need a procedure!)
 “If it’s not in writing, it doesn’t exist!”
 Plan on practicing the plan.
The intention is to make Vernon Presbyterian Church a place where no one is unduly worried about safety.
Who could argue with that?

DATE

USHER

GREETER

COUNTER

LAY
READER

COMMUNION
SERVERS
LINDA THOMPSON
SUE RISTOW
SANDEE GROSS
KAREN LEINON
(INTINCTION)

8/5

CAROL WINTERS
KARIN LEINON

CAROL WINTERS
KARIN LEINON

KARIN LEINON
CAROL WINTERS

BEVERLY CHAPPIE

8/12

FRED RISTOW
SUE RISTOW

SUE RISTOW
FRED RISTOW

KATIE FREIBERG
MARCELO BARROS
SANDEE GROSS

DICK DOW

8/19

GEORGE
DAVENPORT
DARLENE UREN

DARLENE UREN
GEORGE
DAVENPORT

LINDA THOMPSON
DARLEN UREN

LINDA THOMPSON

8/26

RON AND BARB
ZIMMERMAN

RON AND BARB
ZIMMERMAN

RALPH & SHIRLEY
SCHWARTZ
WAYNE
PETERSON

RALPH SCHWARTZ

2

Announcements
Happy Birthday To:














Dustin Lake
Ryan Ristow
Andrew Sherrod
Devin Anderson
Rosalie Brown
Alex Beschta
DeAnna Kassens
Julianne Chaney
Caitlin Brown
John Arndorfer
Eric Chaney
Sue Lindsay
William Warfel

08/03
08/07
08/10
08/11
08/12
08/12
08/21
08/21
08/21
08/21
08/23
08/25
08/28

Happy Anniversary To:




Kenton & Deborah Koch
Fred & Susan Ristow
Craig & Joan Lake

Upholding in prayer …
 Bill Warfel
 Edna Warnes
 Marilyn & David
Guthrie
 Libbie Nolan
 Joyce Torgerson
 Donna Torgerson
 Dorothy Peterson
 Marge Dahl
 Laura Meagher
 Shirley Remple
 Greg Freiberg
 Shirley Schwartz
 Jack Hodgson

08/10/1974
08/13/1977
08/25/1973

We need someone to volunteer
ASAP to take the food donated by
the congregation to the Mukwonago
and Waukesha Food Pantries. It involves some lifting. Contact Jeanne Momsen
for more information at (262) 706-3447.

Tyler & Sophia Klingbiel were
blessed with a baby girl on
July 13, 2018. Gemma came
into the world at 8 lbs 3 oz and
21 inches long. Her proud
grandparents are Joyce &
Larry Torgerson.
Congratulations to you all!

Congratulations to VCDC for receiving
TOP RATINGS for our 4k program in 4
out of the 6 categories in a district wide
rating survey of all 4k programs!!

The P&E Committee will be distributing a
welcome bag in a new neighborhood behind
the Big Bend post office to invite the
newcomers to join us in worship!





Judy Kalosinski
Dale Krimmer
Wendy Schames &
Family

To have someone added to the prayer list please email
churchsec@vernonpres.org

Any remaining Semi-Annual
Contribution Statements have
been mailed out. Included with
them is the directory update
form. Please complete this
form and return. If you prefer
you may submit your information through our
website under the contact us tab!
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Sunday School starts on
September 9th.
Mark your calendars!

The plaque for Roger Patton is now on display
by the tree designated in his
honor.

School will
be starting in
September,
so we are
suggesting
the following
food items for
children's lunches: Peanut butter and jelly,
juice boxes, jello or pudding cups, fruit cups
like applesauce or peaches, and anything else
a child would like in their lunch. Expired or
damaged donations will not be accepted. There is a bin for donations near the
church office. Thank you!

Texas Roadhouse - New Berlin has
given us a promotion we will put in
every Sunday bulletin. See page 10
for details.

Upcoming Presbytery Gathering:
Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Time: 4pm
Location: Kettle Moraine Presbyterian Church
Theme: Climate Change and our Responsibilities
as Christians
Speaker: Dr. Calvin B. DeWitt (Professor of Environmental Studies, University of WisconsinMadison

FLOWER DONATIONS
If you would like to donate flowers,
please sign up on the chart in the
library indicating your name, date
you want them, and if there is a
special occasion or special person you are
honoring. Put $25 in the flower envelope found
in the pews, and put it in the offering plate.

https://hopecenterwi.org/events/

5 pm
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Rolling River Rampage
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018
During the week of July 9-13, the church ran Vacation Bible School for children of our Childcare and the Church, ages 4-13. We had over 60 children attend each day. The theme this
year was Rolling River Rampage and both the sanctuary and the dining room were decorated to look like camping sites near a river. The Bible verse theme for the week was Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you.” During the week Pastor Claire told the children the stories of “Jesus Calling the Disciples”,
“Mary and Martha”, “ Zaccheaus”, “The Last Supper” and “The Great Commission”.
There are a multitude of people to thank for helping make the week a fun and meaningful experience for the
children. It is great seeing so many congregation members working together on this annual event. Those who
contributed to the program this year included Pastor Claire, Marcelo Barros, Alex, Laura & Todd Beschta, Dan
& George Davenport, Sandee Gross, Travis Kassens, Karin Leinon, Ruth Luttrell, Audrey Mayer, Jeanne Momsen, Lauren Mueller, McKenna Sherrod, Linda Thompson, James Trower, Darlene Uren, Kaija Veldra, Selinda
Veldra and Barbara Zimmerman. We also thank Stacy Krimmer and the VCDC staff for their help and cooperation during the week.

**MORE PICTURES ON WEBSITE**
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Many years back Vernon was sponsoring an orphanage in South Africa. These children had lost parents
to HIV/AIDS and living on the streets. The orphanage needed financial assistance with something so
accessible to us as Milk, therefore our Milk Fund was
created, milk bottles were put into our offering plates
and passed each Sunday with the regular collection
of nickels, dimes, quarters, dollar bills and checks
were given as we supported them. Then problems
were encountered with the way we were supporting
the orphanage in South Africa with US cashier
checks. The State Department made it illegal to support overseas charities with US dollar donations to
prevent funding of terrorist groups. Now we send
regular bank checks to Camfed USA in San Francisco who send the funds to Gambaga Presbyterian School in Ghana through their overseas Camfed
system. Our Mission Committee felt it was important for Vernon to continue with this mission. One
reason Camfed was selected over many other organizations is that they have the highest Charity
Navigator rating with over 95% of donated funds used to support scholarships i.e. very low administration expenses…our support of Gambaga Presbyterian Junior High was established, since 2011
Vernon has supported Camfed with between $2,500 to $3,000 a year.
It is amazing to think our little church in Big Bend Wisconsin can support girls and young women
thousands of miles away with scholarships that will give them a whole new life. Thank you for your
continued support of Camfed!

From Big Bend to Ghana-via (Camfed USA)
Camfed=CAMpaign for Female Education
Camfed is dedicated to the eradication of poverty in Africa through the education of girls and the empowerment of women as leaders of change. Since
1993, 1,065,710 children in some of the poorest rural districts of Ghana, Malawi, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, and Zambia have benefited from Camfed’s programs.
Camfed begins its work in each country by building partnerships with the national government and by utilizing a model of inclusive power-sharing with
rural communities. By placing a high degree of responsibility over decision
making, strategies and resources in the hands of the local community, Camfed ensures that its local partners own a transparent and accountable system.
Camfed uses a community-based, holistic approach to bring change in Africa. The girls Camfed supports are selected by the community as being the most in need. It doesn’t
just provide her with books or school fees. It helps her throughout her development, from her elementary school years until adulthood. The Camfed package of support allows her to get into school,
do well academically, and maximize the value of her education after graduation.
(Continued)
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With years of experience across five countries, Camfed has clear evidence that its model is scalable: clarity and focus of purpose; strong partnerships at all levels; mechanisms for tracking are at the
root of transparent governance and accountability for each child and young women at its center.
The following gives an illustrative picture of Camfed’s program costs in Zimbabwe, Malawi, Ghana,
Tanzania and Zambia:
$25.00 a month ($300 a year) will support a girl through high school for one year,
providing a full scholarship that includes everything from school fees and supplies to a uniform.
$1,200 will support 1 girl through four years of high school education.

As the Lord said: When we have done it to one of least, you have done it to me.
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Reformed Presbyterian Church
And Cemetery of Vernon
(Covenanter Church)
ORGANIZED IN WAUKESHA COUNTY, WISCONSIN IN 1848

W234 S7110 Big Bend Drive
Big Bend, WI 53103

We invite you to the:

Annual Church Service
of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church
(Covenanter Church)

Sun., Sept. 30, 2018 at 2 p.m.
The Covenanter Church was founded by Scottish settlers in 1848
and the church was built in 1854. Church services were discontinued in 1920. The annual services were
started in the 1970's and have
continued since then. The church is
the only Covenanter Church in
Wisconsin and was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in
1999. There will be a bagpiper strolling
the church grounds before and after
the service. Rev. James Durnil will lead our service. If you have
any family biographical information for those buried in the cemetery, please bring copies to add to our history books. Please join
us in worship on what we hope will be a beautiful autumn afternoon.
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August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

10 am VAA
Coordinating

5

6

7

8

Communion
9:30 am Worship

1 pm Mahjongg
8 pm AA

7 pm Alanon

10:30 am Needleworks

12

13

14

15

9:30 am Worship

1 pm Mahjongg
8 pm AA

10 am Stamping
7 pm Alanon

Newsletter Deadline
10:30 am Needleworks

19

20

21

22

9:30 am Worship

1 pm Mahjongg
8 pm AA

7 pm Alanon

10:30 am Needleworks

9

Sat
4
9 am CA

10

11
9 am CA

16

17

18
9 am CA

23

24

25
9 am CA

Katie Vacation
26

27

28

29

9:30 am Worship

1 pm Mahjongg
8 pm AA

7 pm Alanon

10:30 am Needleworks

30

31

Katie Vacation
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Vernon Presbyterian Church and Child Development Center
S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103
Church Office
(262) 662-4648 or (262) 662-2733
Email: church@vernonpres.org
Administrative Staff
Pastor Claire Beutler-Cruise
Shirley Sercombe, Church Administrator
Jill Radcliff, Church Secretary
Stacy Krimmer, VCDC Director
Kristy Logan, VCDC Assistant Director

Fax: (262) 662-4697
Website: www.vernonpres.org
pastor@vernonpres.org
ssercombe@vernonpres.org
churchsec@vernonpres.org
skrimmer@vernonpres.org
vcdc@vernonpres.org

VERNON VENTURES is a monthly newsletter publication of Vernon Presbyterian Church.
The submission deadline for articles is the fifteenth of the month prior to publication.

Please inform the church office if you wish to receive VENTURES via email.

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a compassionate, welcoming community of faith,
drawn together by our belief in God through Jesus Christ,
committed to sharing the love of God in both word and deed.

S71W23280 National Avenue
Big Bend WI 53103

Vernon Presbyterian Church
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